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33 CFR 101.514 TWIC Requirement.

(a) All persons requiring unescorted access to secure areas of vessels, facilities, and OCS
facilities regulated by parts 104, 105 or 106 of this subchapter must possess a TWIC before
such access is granted, except as otherwise noted in this section. A TWIC must be obtained
via the procedures established by TSA in 49 CFR part 1572.

(b) Federal officials are not required to obtain or possess a TWIC. Except in cases of
emergencies or other exigent circumstances, in order to gain unescorted access to a secure
area of a vessel, facility, or OCS facility regulated by parts 104, 105 or 106 of this subchapter, a
federal official must present his/her agency issued, HSPD 12 compliant credential. Until each
agency issues its HSPD 12 compliant cards, Federal officials may gain unescorted access by
using their agency’s official credential. The COTP will advise facilities and vessels within his or
her area of responsibility as agencies come into compliance with HSPD 12.

(c) Law enforcement officials at the State or local level are not required to obtain or possess a
TWIC to gain unescorted access to secure areas. They may, however, voluntarily obtain a
TWIC where their offices fall within or where they require frequent unescorted access to a
secure area of a vessel, facility or OCS facility.

(d) Emergency responders at the State or local level are not required to obtain or possess a
TWIC to gain unescorted access to secure areas during an emergency situation. They may,
however, voluntarily obtain a TWIC where their offices fall within or where they desire frequent
unescorted access to a secure area of a vessel, facility or OCS facility in non-emergency
situations.

(e) Before September 25, 2008, mariners do not need to obtain or possess a TWIC but may
be provided unescorted access to secure areas of vessels, facilities, and OCS facilities
regulated by parts 104, 105 or 106 of this subchapter if they are able to show one of the
following:

(1) A valid Merchant Mariner Document (MMD);
(2) A valid Merchant Mariner License and a valid photo identification; or
(3) A valid Certificate of Registry and valid photo identification.

NOTE: Escorting means ensuring that the escorted individual is continuously accompanied
while within a secure area in a manner sufficient to observe whether the escorted individual is
engaged in activities other than those for which escorted access was granted. This may be
accomplished via having a side-by-side companion or monitoring, depending upon where the
escorted individual will be granted access. Individuals without TWICs may not enter restricted
areas without having an individual who holds a TWIC as a side-by-side companion, except as
provided in §§ 104.267, 105.257, and 106.262 of this subchapter.


